


From the Common Council and on Behalf of
the City of South Bend

Committee Vice Chair Sheila Niezgodski called to order the Residential Neighborhoods
Committee meeting at 6:21 P.M

Bill No. 26-74 - A Resolution Acknowledging the History of Racial Discrimination,
Environmental Harm, Disinvestment, and Industrial Pollution Impacting the LaSalle Park
Neighborhood, and Formally Apologizing to the Residents and Families of the Community

Committee Member Sherry Bolden-Simpson, 6216 Exeter Court, South Bend, IN 46614, and
Councilmember Dr. Oliver Davis, 1801 Nash Street, South ™ :nd, IN 46613, Petitioners,
presented the bill.

Councilmember Dr. Davis explained that the resolution is targeted toward the LaSalle Park
Neighborhood due to its significance as a historically Black community that has been impacted
by racial discrimination, redlining, unequal public investment, housing segregation, and
environmental injustice. He spoke about the LaSalle Park Neighborhood’s instrumental role in
the City’s reparatory justice work. 2 said it is necessary to apologize and move forward with
action, citing other cities that have publicly apologized for racism in the past.

Committee Member Bolden-Simpson said it brought healing when the city of Goshen, Indiana
formally apologized for its history as a sundown town. She spoke about changing hearts through
policy actions and asked her fellow Committee Members to support the bill.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski opened the public hearing.

Mark Anella, 1010 Quimby Street, South Bend, IN 46617, spoke in favor of the bill. He stated
that there is a precedent for this based on similar actions from other municipalities, and there is a
clear public interest in repairing and working together moving forward.

Miranda Schwab, 307 ™ st LaSalle Avenue, South Bend, IN 46617, spoke in favor of the bill.
She spoke about learning about the extent of historical discrimination in the City. She stated that
acknowledging the harm caused is an important step toward justice.

Kay Westhues, 216 West Madison Street, South Bend, IN 46601, spoke in favor of the bill. She
said the City is not the only place where these things happened, but acknowledging its history is
a step toward healing that makes the City a stronger place.

Sophia Wilson, 1010 Quimby Street, South Bend, IN 46617, spoke in favor of the bill. She said
the apology is needed to begin reparations for the City’s history of racism, and it is one (1) step
toward healing and becoming a better community overall.









