








ticketed or sent to hearing for other enforcement, which may include a repair order, a demolition
order, or a vacate and seal order. Fines and penalties may be imposed. With respect to rental units,
the Neighborhoods Health and Housing Team with the Neighborhoods Division enforces the
Rental Safety Verification Program (RSVP). RSVP inspections ensure that rental units meet the
International Property Maintenance Code and enforcement is pursuant to the applicable City
Ordinance. RSVP violations may arise from a citizen or tenant complaints or a routine inspection;
however, it may also result from a voluntary request by the owner. Unless voluntary, a notice is
sent to the owner to schedule inspection and if noncompliant, a weekly penalty may be assessed.
If an inspection finds violations. then a remediation timeline is established and if violations
remain unaddressed, then a weekly penalty may be assessed. If the property passes an inspection,
then the property can be certified as meeting RSVP standards.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski asked if this certification is a certificate of occupancy.

Elizabeth Maradik said that certificates of occupancy are issued by the Building Department; the
Neighborhoods Division only issues certificates that a property meets RSVP inspection standards.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski noted that if a unit is not certified then technically it should
not be rented out.

Elizabeth Maradik said those units would be noncompliant with RSVP standards.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski asked if an owner continues to rent out a property that is not
compliant with RSVP standards, what happens?

Elizabeth Maradik said that those units would be subject to continued weekly fines for
noncompliance.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski asked about the role of the Building Department in dealing
with properties that fail RSVP inspection.

Elizabeth Maradik said that the Building Department process is separate from RSVP; however,
the Neighborhoods Department can condemn a building when its deemed untit for human
occupancy.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski asked about the procedures when a property owner is clearly
violating vacate and seal order because she had attended a hearing where a hearing officer was
assessing one thousand dollars ($1000) fines.

Elizabeth Maradik stated that, depending on the circumstances, the hearing stage is the final stage
of enforcement but that additional hearings can be scheduled for non-compliance, which could
result in additional civil penalties or court proceedings. Court proceedings may include injuctive
relief or judgment liens issued against the property, which would be paid if the property is sold.

Committee Vice Chair Niezgodski noted that the violations are civil, not criminal. and the
violators can continue to violate and accrue fees and there is nothing else the City can do for
enforcement.

Elizabeth Maradik agreed with that statement.














